CHI LDREN OF ALCOHOLI CS WEEK HI GHLI GHTS FAM LY ADDI CTlI ON | SSUES

** Canpaign Ofers Free Resources for Children of Substance-Abusing Parents

* %

The National Youth Anti-Drug Media Canpaign joins the National Association
for Children of Alcoholics (NACoA) to observe National Children of

Al coholics (COA) Week from February 9-15, 2003. To help with this difficult
fam |y issue, adult caregivers can order free youth posters and a brochure
of fered by the Medi a Canpai gn about dealing with parental substance abuse

Chil dren who grow up in a household with a substance-abusi ng parent can
devel op problens that last a lifetime. They are at highest risk for
devel opi ng substance-abuse problenms as well as other related enotional and
behavi oral issues.

COA Week provides an opportunity to use these resources to increase public
awar eness about the inpact of addiction on the fanily, especially on

vul nerable children. By followi ng the thene of COA Wek, caring adults

t hroughout the community can identify and address the issue of famly

addi ction wi thout stignma and fear of alienating parents.

The posters and brochure may be used with adults to i npress upon teachers,
faith conmunity | eaders, coaches, youth workers, counselors and others the
i nfluence they have in the lives of children affected by fam |y addiction
Adult caregivers can help by giving children clear nmessages: youngsters are
not to blame for their parents' abusive alcohol or drug use, they are not

al one, there are many children just |ike themand help is available

**Youth Posters: Two free posters are available to hel p guide these at-risk
youngsters to appropriate resources and to encourage themto talk to
someone. The posters can be ordered through the National Cl earinghouse for
Al cohol and Drug Information at (800) 788-2800 (ask for docunent AVD121 for
"Thi nk Agai n" and docunent AVD120 for "I Was Afraid to Take a Friend Hone").
The posters may al so be downl oaded at

www. nedi acanpai gn. or g/ order/ or der posters. asp

**Youth Brochure: A free informative brochure for children of

subst ance- abusers, devel oped by NACoA, provides useful facts and suggestions
on how kids can cope and get help. Order a copy of the brochure, "It's Not
Your Fault" through the National Cl earinghouse for Al cohol and Drug
Information at (800) 788-2800 (ask for document Ms732).

**Web Sites: Online information fromthe Media Canpaign on children of
subst ance abusers is available for youth at ww. Freevi be. com'tal ki ng, and
for adults at www. TheAnti Drug. com and www. hacoa. org

COA Week is a chance to speak openly about the pain and confusion, as well
as the resilience and hope, experienced by fam lies inpacted by parenta
subst ance abuse. For nore information, visit the Wb sites |listed above or
call (800) 788-2800.
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MEDI A CAMPAI CN FLASH i s your source of the latest news on the National Youth
Anti-Drug Media Canpaign. Feel free to forward this information

ABOUT THE CAMPAI GN: The White House Ofice of National Drug Contro
Policy's National Youth Anti-Drug Media Canpaign targets youth ages 9-18 -
especi al |y m ddl e-school adol escents - parents, and other adults who

i nfl uence choi ces young people nmake to |l ead drug-free |ives.

To get the word out across every econom ¢ and cul tural boundary, the


http://www.mediacampaign.org/order/orderposters.asp
http://www.Freevibe.com/talking
http://www.TheAntiDrug.com
http://www.nacoa.org

Canpai gn uses a m x of modern conmuni cations techni ques to educate and
enpower young people to reject illicit drugs. The Canpaign al so teans up
with civic and non-profit organi zations, faith-based groups and private
corporations to enlist and engage people in prevention efforts at school, at
work and at play. For nore information on the Media Canpai gn, check out

www. nedi acanpai gn. or g.



http://www.mediacampaign.org

